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SUBJ: AFRICAN SWINE FEVER 

DEPT PASS TO AGRICULTURE 

REE: STATE 184107 

1. THE EMBASSY APPRECIATES USDA'S RAPID RESPONSE TO THE GOH 
REQUEST FOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR ITS PROGRAM TO PREVENT A 
POSSIBLE OUTBREAK OF AFRICAN SWINE FEVER. RESERVATIONS FOR 
MR. REICHARDT AT HOTEL SPLENDID CONFIRMED. EMBASSY CAR WILL 
MEET AT AIRPORT. 

2. EMBASSY RECOMMENDS THAT USDA FUND REICHARDT'S TDY. ALTHOUGH 
GOH REQUESTED ASSISTANCE TO HELP WITH ITS PROGRAM TO KEEP AFRICAN 
SWINE FEVER OUT OF HAITI, THE BEST INFORMATION AVAILABLE SUGGESTS 
THAT IT IS ALREADY WIDESPREAD IN HAITI. EMBASSY AND FAO 
OFFICIALS HAVE BEEN TRYING FOR TWO WEEKS TO PERSUADE GOH OFFICIALS 
TO COLLECT TISSUE SAMPLES FOR TESTING AT PLUM ISLAND. SO FAR, 

WE HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO PERSUADE THE GOH TO INITIATE TESTING PRO- 
CEDURES AND THE GOH PROGRAM CONSISTS ONLY OF AN EFFORT TO ISOLATE 
AND STERILIZE THE BORDER AREAS. POSSIBLY, THE GOH DOES NOT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 PORT A 03010 221642Z 

TRULY UNDERSTAND THE PROBLEM YET. IT IS ALSO PLAUSIBLE THAT 
IT DOES NOT YET WISH TO FACE THE ISSUE. WHATEVER THE REASONS 
FOR GOH INACTION, THE EMBASSY CONSIDERS IT IN THE U.S. INTEREST 
THAT USDA SEND A TECHNICIAN WHO CAN GET ON WITH THE TESTING. 
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